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Executive Summary 

 
The AsiaOSS Conference and Showcase 2008 was held from the 7th March 
2008 to the 14th March 2008. A large variety of events were held during the 
event. There was an active discussion of government policy, and knowledge 
and understanding of open source software among the participating 
economies, as well as the promotion of open source software. There was also 
active participation from communities in sharing experiences and knowledge 
as well as building alliances for the common good of the Asian countries. 
 
CodeFest 
 
The CodeFest brought together over thirty people, from different nationalities, 
ethnicities, and abilities cooperating towards a single goal. The goal of 
improving the current state of OSS.  The large number of participants, 
coupled with their interests and desires, created a catalyst for passion towards 
their projects.  This was demonstrated several times during the day. For 
example, during the call for lunch had no takers as the participants wanted 
were extremely focused on their work. In addition, participants stayed through 
the night working passionately on their projects, as well as interchanging 
knowledge, and experience together. 
 
The participants were able to experience first hand the benefits of OSS 
through cooperation, knowledge sharing, and the thrill of working on a 
personal project.  As the event came to a close you could see the weariness 
of the participants, but you could also see the enthusiasm and passion they 
carried with them in order to complete their project. 
 
Closed Meeting 
 
The closed meeting was held in 11st and 12nd March 2008. There was active 
discussion on the Memorandum of Cooperation of Asia OSS centers as well 
as the signing.  
 
Conference 
 
The whole 2-days conference went through smoothly with many exciting 
speeches made by famous OSS promotion leaders and OSS providers. And 
the conference was ended up with closing announcement by CICC. 
At the same time, the OSS products showcase was popular to participants.  
 
 



Outcome 
 
By the collaborative efforts of CICC, GDLC, HKPC and HKCS, AOSS2008 
event was done to an excellent OSS industry pageant. Here the event comes 
the achievements: 
1. Over 10 economies of Asia particitated the event, among which the 

communication was well improved, and the cooperation and friendship was 
enhanced very well. 

2. OSS applications and products of many famous IT providers were well 
showed and much marketing feedback was gained by them. 

3. Various kinds of BOSS solutions and products were showed and paid 
attentions, which is good for OSS commercialization. 

In another way, there are some problems found in the holding of the event, as 
the following: 
1. Participants shortage. Only a few OSS center delegates from Asia 

participated the event, besides Japan, Thailand, India, etc. Therefore, the 
force of OSS promotion in the other economies is limited. 

2. Communication hamper. Different people from different economies have 
different habits which bring some communication problems. Fortunately,  
all problems were in control. 

 
 



CodeFest Report (7th - 9th March 2008) 

 
Activity:   Expert meeting 
Time/Date:  3:00pm 7th March 2008 
Details:  None 
 
Activity:   Breakfast 
Time/Date:  8:00am-8:30am 8th March 2008 
Details: 
 
 
Activity:   Registration 
Time/Date:  8:30am-9:00am 8th March 2008 
Details: 
 
 
Activity:   CodeFest Activity starts 
Time/Date:  9:00am-9:30 8th March 2008 
Details: 
 
Chairman gives a speech, introductions by experts and participants. 
 
 
Activity:   CodeFest Grouping 
Time/Date:  9:30am-10:00am 8th March 2008 
Details: 
 
Grouping the participants and electing the leaders of every group. 
 
Activity:   CodeFest Activity - Coding 
Time/Date:  10:00am 8th – 4:00pm 9th March 2008 
Details: 
 
Every team do the coding. 
 
Activity:   CodeFest Activity - Reporting 
Time/Date:  4:00pm-5:00pm 9th March 2008 
Details: 
 
Reporting the progress, achievements and knowledge gained by every team 
 
Activity:   CodeFest Activity ends 



Time/Date:  5:00pm 9th March 2008 
Details: 
 
Distributing certificates and gifts to each participant, ending CodeFest and 
taking picture. 
 
 
Activity:   CodeFest show 
Time/Date:  2:30pm-3:00pm 14th March 2008 
Details: 
 
Codefest achievements show. 
 
 

Closed Meeting (11th - 12th March 2008) 

The closed meeting was held on 11st and 12nd March 2008. There was active 
discussion on the Memorandum of Cooperation of Asia OSS centers as well 
as the signing.  
The meeting was focused on an OSS promotion objective, that is to facilitate 
the sharing of information and knowledge of OSS among Asian OSS Centers. 
All the participants agree to share the following contents in the database: 

• Courseware and training materials  
• Product evaluation (testing results and guidelines)  
• Success cases of OSS deployment  
• OSS events information  
• OSS overview information  
• OSS standards information  
• Center information 

Also all the participants agreed to build the content cooperatively and had the 
following task assignments: 

• To establish a meta-data on the shared information by individual 
country, and use RSS feed to collect data from other countries in the 
first phrase, and develop Web API afterwards for information exchange; 

• Thailand will help develop meta-data on OSS overview information; 
• IPA will help develop meta-data on product evaluation (testing results 

and guidelines), success case of deployment;  
• Indonesia will develop meta-data on courseware and training materials; 
• India will develop meta-data on OSS events information;  
• GDLC will develop meta-data on OSS standards information; 
• Hong Kong will prepare a template for centre information and 

consolidate and distribute to participants; 
• Meta-data should be drafted by end of April, and finalized by end May 



by caretaker of respective categories. 
Furthermore, a commitee of Aisa OSS center was elected in the meeting. And 
Asia OSS center will invite all economies with OSS centres/organizations 
promoting OSS as our founding members. After signing MOC, other new 
participants will be invited as member. Three members will be invited as 
committee members for one year until next closed meeting. Terms of 
reference: To facilitate communications and collaboration among members. 
Members agreed that Thailand, India and Philippines to be the committee 
members. 
Finally, the close meeting got the following resolutions: 

• HK will prepare the draft MOC of Asia OSS Centres, and circulate the 
draft to participants two weeks after event, and consolidate comments 
from participants within one month after event; 

• Members agreed to acknowledge CICC in the resolution for the 
contribution of co-organizing the past events, and center meetings at 
closing session on 14th March by Asian OSS centres; 

• Asian OSS centers target to meet face-to-face once a year, and help 
organize “AOSS Conference and Showcase” once a year, and organize 
one web-conference meeting once a year among participants; 

• Representatives from India and Philippines OSS Centres are interested 
in organizing next AOSS Conference and Showcase in 2008/9, and the 
participants agreed to meet on 14th March to decide the next host 
country of the event; 

• A committee will be formed to manage the collaboration among the 
Asian OSS centers.  

• A member of the committee will be the facilitator who will help facilitate 
the communications among participants. 

 



Conference Proceedings (Day 1, 13th March 2008) 

 
Title:  Announcement by Organizer 
Speaker: Mr. Lin XiNan, Vice-inspector from the government of Guangdong 
province; Dr. Yuan, Director of Guangdong Linux Center, China; Mr. K. T. 
Yung, Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC), Hong Kong; Dr. C. K. Wong, 
Hong Kong Computer Society (HKCS), Hong Kong; Mr. Mitsuhiro Yokota, 
JETRO Guangzhou, on behalf of Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 
(METI), Japan; Mr. Kunitaka Hashizume, Center of the International 
Cooperation for Computerization (CICC), Japan. 
Abstract: 
 
Mr Lin welcomed all participants from about 20 countries at the beginning of 
the announcement. Then an introduction Linux promotion of Guangdong 
province from 2004 was given as well as the new progress of Linux promotion 
started in this year, which has a blueprint composed by the following objectives 
in 2012: Linux products will be used in all-around servers and large-scale 
desktops of the e-government project of Guangdong province; Linux based 
products will be adopted in most information system of national enterprise of 
Guangdong province; Guangdong Linux software industry scale will be 
evidently enlarged. And the government will keep supporting the Linux 
promotion. 
 
Dr. Yuan welcomed all participants and gave an general introduction of the 
CodeFrest and Close Meeting of Asia OSS centers. 
 
Mr. K. T. Yung welcomed all participants, introduced the efforts on OSS 
promotion done by HKPC and wished success of AOSS2008. 
 
Dr. C. K. Wong welcomed all participants, introduced the HKCS as well as 
their fine relationship with CICC. 
 
Mr. Mitsuhiro Yokota welcomed all participants, instroduced the efforts and 
activities of AOSS and made a remark on the force brought by AOSS for the 
software industry. 
 
Mr. Kunitaka Hashizume welcomed all participants and introduced the efforts 
on OSS promotion taken by CICC for a long time. 
 
Title:  Report on Closed Meeting of Asia OSS Center 
Speaker: Mr. Lo, Chief Consultant of Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC), 
Hong Kong. 



Abstract: 
 
Mr. Lo gave an introduction on the whole close meeting. There were 9 different 
OSS centers joined the meeting, the meeting is the 10th similar meeting these 
OSS centers had ever hold, the meeting demonstrated the OSS promoting 
achievements gained by these OSS centers. All the OSS centers agree to sign 
a “Memorandum of Cooperation” soon, with the spirit to contribute with the 
OSS promotion in Asia. These OSS centers will take efforts together on 
building a sharing database. 
 
 
Title:  The Spring of Linux  
Speaker: Prof. Lu Shou Qun, Chairman of COPU, China 
Abstract: 
In 2012, there will be 80% commercial software required open-source software, 
when the open source software will be applied in large scale. OSS is changing 
the direction of the world’s software industry and gives an opportunity to 
software industry of China.  
Linux takes the 20% of the server market and becomes a leading server 
operating system, Linux is not good at desktop market but becoming better 
and better, and the Linux platform on mobile is moving forward.  
Open source community is an important part on open source software 
development. There are about 50 OSS communities in China, but 80% of them 
should try to do a better job.  
On the open source middleware, Apache takes more than 70% markets, but in 
China, the percent is only 24%.  
Also Prof. Lu gave some introductions on Firefox, PHP and MySQL. 
COPU is planning to develop a new international standard of Asian language. 
 
Issues:  
� Linux desktop’s market is a little low 

 
Recommendations: 
¶ Develop more software supported Linux drivers. 

 
 
Title:  The Apache Way 
Speaker: Mr. Aaron Farr, Apache Software Foundation 
Abstract: 
 
The presentation started with an introduction on the Apache Software 
Foundation as well as whose spirit and credendum and the cooperation with 
other organizations.  
The primary mission of Apache is to provide open source software to public. 



Apache is a legal but non-profit technical organization, which also needs 
technical and commercial supportings and cooperation. 
Apache has a public license which contains lots of open source theory. The 
Apache License allows our users and customers to use the Apache software 
on their way, even they can put Apache software in their commercial software. 
It’s no need for them to worry about copyrights. Also Apache can provide 
facility for commercial company to produce commercial software.  
Apache has about 50 open source projects including web server, middleware, 
MC, internet and some end point software, some of which are used by some 
famous company like Google and Yahoo.  
Apache way:  

• Meritocracy 
• Peer to Peer 
• Consensus decision making 
• Open, online communication 
• Responsible oversight 

Also there are some introductions on Apache and people, Apache and 
companies, Apache and Sponsors. 
 
Title:  Approaches to realize reliable and available Linux/OSS system 
Speaker:  Mr. Yasuo Iwaoka, Chairman of NEC Advanced Software 
Technology, Co.,Ltd. 
Abstract: 
 
The presentation started with an introduction on NEC: NEC focus on 
information technique, network and electronic solutions. NEC is interested in 
OSS cooperation, and NEC is the founder of Linux Foundation. 
For the main topic of the presentation, an introduction on the use tendency to 
Linux/OSS in system was given, following with some introduction on use cases 
integrated by NEC 
 
Issues: 
¶ how to recover quickly when system down happens   
¶ how to sustain continuously to avoid system down 

 
Recommendations: 
¶ High availability on Linux/OSS system 

 
 
Title:  Open Innovation – The Goal of Open Source? 
Speaker:  Michael Mudd, Director of Public Policy Asia - Pacific CompTIA 
Abstract: 
 
Factors Leading to Open Innovation:  



• Increased employee availability/mobility (couldn’t keep the engineers 
down in the lab) 

• Creation of outside options: spin-offs, the proliferation of small 
market-driven technology businesses, e.g. software developers, ASPs, 
white box manufacturers, VARs (example 1981 small businesses 
accounted for 4.4% of US R&D, in 1999 22.5%) 

• Increased competition/expertise in the supply chain (supersedes 
in-house syndrome) - leading to the modularization of products; 
offshore manufacturing and related IP 

• On supply side: the proliferation of new market-driven sources of 
innovation led to faster technology product development cycles and 
product life cycles, more competitive markets, more opportunities for 
divergent technologies  

• On the demand side, with greater product choice and faster innovation 
cycles, customers increasingly want product interoperability, “plug and 
play” 

A Guideline for the Future: 
• OSS Policy therefore must embrace technological change 
• The IT Industry – both OSS and Proprietary - is collaborating in creating 

the future through the creation of IP value 
• The IT industry is working with global standards bodies to enable open 

innovation to flourish through interoperability 
For OSS to realize its full potential a Policy Framework based on recognition of 
these main principles will foster innovation and economic growth. 
 
 
Title:  Introduction of Turbolinux Shanghai 
Speaker: Mr. Takamitsu Nakao, Turbolinux, Inc.  
Abstract: 
 
Mr. Takamitsu Nakao started with an introduction on the geographical 
coverage of Turbolinux and some success story in China. 
Turbolinux Shanghai establishment includes 4 missions: RD center of 
Microsoft project; provide Chinese engineers to Japanese companies; create a 
new customer/market in China; expand partnership and develop new business 
 
 
Title:  Open Source Software for SMEs 
Speaker: Mr. Lim Kin Chew, SIM University, Singapore  
Abstract: 
 
An SME is defined as a company with annual turnover greater than S$10 
million with at least 30% local shareholding, fixed assets below S$15 million 
and less than 200 employees (for non-manufacturing sectors). 



UniSIM’s OSS Applications Workshop:  
• UniSIM introduced a 2-day workshop on Open Source Software 

Applications for SMEs from 30 – 31 Jan 2008  
• The aim is to equip the participants with some basic skills in using Open 

Source Software for personal and business uses.  
• This workshop is one way to address the increasing cost of doing 

business.  
• At the same time it helps to prepare company staff to be productive in 

using Open Source Software applications. 
Came to a conclusion:  

• The range of Open Source Software for personal or office use is very 
wide. 

• Open Source Software is now very reliable and robust.  
• Using Open Source Software nowadays is just like driving a car. You 

don’t have to know the internals of the software in order to use it.  
• UniSIM’s 2-day workshop on Open Source Software Applications for 

SMEs have shown that people can use an affordable PC like the ASUS 
Eee PC to handle almost all the administrative work in the company. 

 
 
Title:  Latest OSS Projects and Activities in Hong Kong 
Speaker: Mr. Gordon Lo, HK Productivity Council  
Abstract: 
 
Mr. Lo introduced the Hong Kong OSS Center, which founded in Dec. 2006. 
Hong Kong OSS center has already joined the plan of Linux promotion in 
Guangdong province in 2006. And with the effort of the center, about 20 
products of 15 companies of Hong Kong were adopted in the purchase catalog 
of Guangdong government. 
Also, Mr. Lo introduced some projects and activities the OSS center hold. 
 
 
Title:  Integrating Open Source into your Business 
Speaker: Mr. Glament Lai, Senior Sales Specialist, Software Group, IBM 
China/Hong Kong Limited 
Abstract: 
 
Open source becomes a important consideration of IBM’s customer when they 
are choosing products. But the challenges are still on support and integration 
of open source. 
IBM is well regarded in the Open Source market. 
IBM will continue their open source products. 
 
 



Title:  Overview of Hitachi’s OSS Research Activity in China 
Speaker:  Ms. Wang Li, Mr. Xu Yixuan, Hitachi  (China) Research and 
Development Cooperation 
Abstract: 
 
The presentation focus on 2 topics: 1. CJK Joint Linux Management Software 
Development: OpenDRIM, 2. WS-based Network & System Management 
Standard R&D Activities.  
DRIM is short for “Distributed Resource Information Management”, OpenDRIM 
project develops distributed resources information management technologies 
& environment based on CIM/WBEM standards of DMTF via CJK collaborative 
open source project, in order to contribute back to the open source community 
Since 2005, Fudan University and Hitachi do a cooperation named 
Fudan-Hitachi Innovative Software Technology Joint Laboratory (abbr. 
InSTech). InSTech’s goal is to develop standards based network & system 
management of varied IT resources. InSTech’s tasks are to make software 
implementations of standards more complete and analyze the gap between 
standards & realistic management usage. 
 
 
Title:  Developing OSS Solutions: An Example from CK-ERP 
Speaker: Mr. Wu, Chiu Kay   
Abstract: 
 
 
Title:  Key factors for adopting OSS  in mainstream industry 
Speaker:  Prof. Xu Hongbo, South China Univ. of Technology 
Abstract: 
 
The problems worried about by the open source users: 

• Law, especial license and copyright 
• Inter-operation 
• Documentation and knowledgement management 
• Competitivenessss 

The future of open source: 
• Higher mass of profit by OSS 
• Global free environment by OSS 
• New society cooperating network for OSS 

 
Title:  Value of Open Source - OSS Adopters in the Philippines  and Beyond 
Speaker: Mr. Boom Villaba, Touch solutions Inc., Philippines  
Abstract: 
 
The presentation was given with the objective to inspire adoption of Open 




